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The Legacy Heart Center recently received accreditation for its
nuclear laboratory in myocardial perfusion imaging, which aliows
dociors to detect the risk of heart atfack using a small, radioactive
tracer in the bicodstream.

editation

In 1985, when Drs. Waenard
Miller and David A. Schwartz
opened what s now Legacy
Heart Center, it was the melding
of two practices — that had com-
peted for more than a decade —
in an effort to provide effective
service for Collin County resi-
dents.

Now, more than 10 years later,
the private practice touts 15
heart experts and recently
recelved accreditation for its

perfusion

doctors to detect the risk of heart
attack using a small radioactive
tracer in the bloodstream.

“It's our view, becanse of our
emphasis on quality, that we're
going to have all our areas certd-
fied,” Miller sadd. “It's our strate-
£5 to try to be the best resource
for cardiac care in Collin County.

The Center’s nuclear laborato-
¥y is now accredited by the
Intersocietal Commission of
Nuoclear Laboratories. The
Center's echocardiography lab
has zlso been reaccredited by
ICNLs partner group, the
Intersocietal Commission for the
Accreditation af
Echocardiography Laboratories
{(ICAEL). The Center's echocar-
diography Iab first received
accreditation in 2000 and reac-
creditation in 2003

ICANL and ICAEL. stated
Legacy Heart Center was recog-
nized for & “commitment o high

quhrypmmﬂmuﬂd;mnﬁ-
tic testing.”
See LEGACY, Page 3A
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Continued from Page 1A

“We're one the first non-hospi-
tal groups to have an echo certi-
Geation.” Miller said “We're a2
targe diverse group, yel we're all
iforiced on one thing: serving ihe

“These sccreditations demon-
‘strate oar commitment o provid-
ing the highest quality cardicvas-
icudar care svailshie under one
‘roof in Collin County,” said Dr.
David Rawitscher, the Center’s
nuciezr Izh medical direcloc

Inspired to become a doclor
b his father, who also practiced
cardiology, Rawitscher primarily
works out of The Medical Center
of Plano {MCP) and has prac-
ticed in Plano since 1997. He was
named MCP's Cardiologist of the
Year twice in 2002 and 2003 and
serves g5 director in MCP's Heari
Failure Program, Lipid Clinic and
Non-imvasive Cardiology.

Legary Heari Center made
news i sprmg 2005, when the
Cerder moved to its curment locs-
tion =t 6501 Preston Road and
became the first cardiolosy prac-
tice in North Texas fo use 2 64

part image shcing LightSpeed
computed tomography (CT) 575
tem, a major accomplishment
according to Miller,

When Miller and Schwariz,
combined their practices in the-
mid-1990's, the Mcility was
named Texas Regional Heari
Cenier.

“We sat down ome day and
said “Why are we bezsiing cach
other up in competifion? I we
pulled together, we realized we
could do more for Collin
County,” Miller said
become 2 “onestop” shop for all
cardiac meeds, other than

procedures.

With 23000 aciive paiients,
than 100 stafl members strive W0
keep patients as the No. 1 foous,
which is why the recent accredi-
fations are S0 Imporiznl

“The patients love (o be able
to come here and get every-
thing,® Miller said “While we
have a large base in Plano, we
wani to grow into Melinney and
Tarther north.™
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